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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (HVA)
 
Harfield Village Association (HVA) 
Office 5,Harfield Village Centre
48 2nd Avenue
Harfield Village
Claremont
7708

HVA Committee Members active over the last year
Chairperson                                  James Fernie
Vice Chairperson                         Sean McFarlane
Secretary                                       Terry Robinson
Treasurer                                       Alison Palthe
Membership (Residential)         Margie Schneider
Membership (Business)              Nick Grieson
Planning / Development            Steve Slaughter / Sean McFarlane
                                                         Alexander Sivitilli / Carmia Schoeman
General                                           Jared Cumming
                                                          Amrain Essop
                                                          Kismea Adams                                      
                                                                     
 
Harfield Village is located between Claremont and Kenilworth with the following borders:

Northern border Imam Haron Road / Chichester Road
Southern border Kenilworth Road
Eastern border Rosmead Avenue
Western border the railway line
 
People are often confused about the boundaries of Harfield Village because half of the village falls
under the Claremont postal code and the other half falls under Kenilworth.

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (HVA)

NOTE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

One of the best choices I ever made was to purchase a little cottage in Harfield Village way back in
2003. 

While walking my dogs through the narrow streets of the village, I often feel a deep sense of
gratitude to live in such a picturesque, quaint, intimate and neighbourly community.

I sincerely feel that Harfield Village is one of the most unique places in South Africa. It is in fact a
suburb within two suburbs, Claremont and Kenilworth. It is located in the very heart of the
Southern Suburbs of Cape Town, with convenient and quick access to many parts of the city,
excellent shopping spots, schools and restaurants.

The narrow streets and intimate living arrangements mean that many people do actually know
their neighbours. People recognize each other walking their dogs, pushing their babies prams,
walking to the plethora of awesome local restaurants, coffee shops and bars, or simply
meandering through their hood on a leisurely stroll.

The village is blessed with four well maintained, beautiful parks within easy access from most
people’s homes. What a blessing to have a passionate and dedicated team of people who put so
much care, love and nurturing into the parks, of course I am referring to the “Friends of Harfield
Parks”. 

Throughout the day and evening, one can see nannies, stay-at-home fathers and mothers playing
with their children in the parks. How heartwarming it is to see birthday parties and other get-
togethers happening in the parks as well. So often one can see balloons and birthday treats
abounding. Just beautiful. Early evening in the parks is often characterized by the dog walking
crowd, whilst the dogs play the owners chit chat and socialize with each other. 

For the most part, the architectural character and heritage of the village has been maintained.
Indeed there have been significant challenges and failures at protecting heritage houses and
cottages, some of which have been demolished and replaced with monolithic structures totally
out of character with the surrounding architecture and atmosphere of the neighbourhood. The
struggle to protect historical, heritage architecture and buildings is certainly not limited to
Harfield Village. Fortunately, the HVA has a passionate group of people dedicated to ensuring the
architectural heritage of the village and protecting this valuable asset for generations to come.

Harfield Village certainly has its challenges. To be fair, what community in the world today is not
facing serious challenges. Densification, crime, homelessness, litter, noise, traffic congestion are
just some of the issues facing many communities around the world as a result of population
explosion and rapid economic growth.

What is important is how we respond to these challenges, and in this regard the HVA together
with numerous civic partners and residents are doing their best to address the challenges with
innovation and resilience.
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NOTE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON (CONTINUED) 

Thank you to the very valuable committee members over the years who served together with me
and who were part of the journey to meet the goals of the HVA, namely :

-Safeguarding architectural heritage of Harfield Village
-Supporting safety and security stakeholders
-Supporting Friends of Harfield Village Parks
-Cleaning and greening of the village
-Promoting community activism
-Fostering community spirit through local events
-Recognition and cognizance of cultural heritage and forced removal history of Harfield Village
-Community outreach, reflecting the big heart of Harfield Village.

A quick glance at the Annual Financial Statements over the last 10 years provide a little insight into
some of the efforts undertaken by the HVA. Bearing in mind Harfield is a small community, with
many people renting and most residents by no means flush with money compared to some of our
more affluent neighbouring suburbs.

Between the years 2016 and 2021 the HVA provided the following financial support to our partner
organisations:

Friends of Harfield Parks                      R44 900.00
Installation of table tennis table        R26 500.00 (amount generated by HVA for this initiative)                                              
Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch           R31 000.00
HVCID                                                         R16 000.00
Street Cleaning in Harfield Village     R106 920.00
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NOTE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON (CONTINUED) 

The village is blessed to have an army of activists (of course there is always a need for more
volunteers) dedicated to protecting the residents from crime and violence. Do most residents even
begin to appreciate the extremely hard work put into the safety and security of our
neighbourhood by organisations like the Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch and the Harfield Village
Community District (HVCID).

I beg, plead and implore Harfielders to support the community organisations operating in Harfield
Village. Whether you are an owner of a property or a tenant, we all live in this close, intimate
neighbourhood. We all have a stake in ensuring that it is clean, safe, tidy and beautiful. When it
comes to community work, the saying “many hands make light work” is most appropriate. Support
local civics with monthly donations, if 500 residents donated just R50.00 (this is not even two cups
of coffee) per month, imagine the HVA could have a budget of R25 000.00 per month to invest in
the place that we all call “home”.

Harfield Village was one of the communities directly impacted by the forced removals that
occurred during the dark period of apartheid. I often contemplate how we as a community can
heal those deep wounds. Restitution and redress are complex and complicated issues.

What we can do as a community now, is to reach out our hands to community projects that are
connected to Harfield Village. Many of the churches and the mosque located in the village are
attended by people who were indeed forcibly removed from Harfield during the 1960’s. Large
numbers of people living in Hanover Park used to live in Claremont and surrounding areas. They
were dumped in low cost housing with no sense of history or community. Gangsterism filled the
vacuum left by the destruction of their community through the upheaval of forced removal.
Hanover Park is a mere 10 minutes from Harfield Village as the crow flies, but for all intents and
purposes it might as well be on a different planet. When gang violence flares, Hanover Park
resembles a scene out of Afghanistan rather than a suburb located in the Southern Suburbs of
Cape Town.

I ask the residents of Harfield Village and in fact the broader communities of Claremont, Lynfrae,
Rondebosch, Bishopscourt, Constantia……..lets reach out our hands of friendship and support to our
neighbours in communities like Hanover Park, Manenberg and Lavender Hill. Life for residents in
these areas is very often intolerable, hopeless and extremely difficult.

I express this view with no judgement at all, rather as a heartfelt plea for us all to pause and reflect
on the type of city in which we wish to live.

I am beyond proud of our team in Harfield Village who mobilized with such a passion, vision and
energy in 2020 in particular to assist vulnerable people both in the village but especially in
Hanover Park during the Covid-19 crisis. Harfield Village and surrounding areas showed what a
huge HEART we have with the collection and distribution of R230 000.00 of food, groceries and
other basic necessities to vulnerable people.
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A VILLAGE WITH A BIG HEART

Special THANKS to each and every person who served on the HVA Committee over the last 10
years:
 
Particular thanks to Terry King and his committee who laid an excellent foundation on which to
build when I assumed the leadership in 2011.

People were on the committee for varying amounts of time, but each made a contribution. Sadly a
couple of people have passed away or moved out of Harfield Village (apologies if I have left anyone
off this list) :

Francine Dieckmann, Tom Crafford, Ed Nasson, Glenn Mildachi, Vincent Barry, Tracey Burke, Gail
Brown, Jeremy Porzig, Susan Husk, Sandra Meyer, Pat Mohr, Tony Thacker, Tina Gough, Julian
Jackson, Damien Mocke, Morgan Smith, Arthur Tsimitakapolous, Jackie Sinclair, Francine Becker,
Ingrid Riemeyer, Tom Harris, Mandy Viljoen, Andrew Cole, Jenny Wolhuter, Vanja Karth, Claire
Commins, Giuliana Biasotto, Tamsin Randle, Kate Colsell, Angela Woodward, Lindsay Luppnow,
Caroline Constant, Gabrielle Garnett, Rose Buchanon, Nicola Cannata, Danie Van Rooyen, Cher
Ashton, Hilary Van Breda, Carmia Schoeman, Alex Sivitilli, Debbie Harris, Jared Cumming,
Vincent Barry, Jasmin Lin

Sadly the HVA under my leadership did drop the ball in communicating with residents through
regular newsletters and updates. I do accept that it is one thing to do the work, but it is also
important to actually be seen to be doing the work. Our communication with Harfielders has
largely been through the Harfield Village Association Facebook group.

With the brand new website now in place www.harfieldvillage.org and Lydia Van Der Merwe
coming on board to assist the HVA with communication, I am absolutely sure that going forward
into 2022 the HVA will be far more effective at communicating with residents.

On the 28th of January 2012 Tom Crafford wrote on the HVA facebook group :
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A Village with a BIG HEART

The HVA committee subscribes to a philosophy and programme of action that Harfield Village
must play a broader role in the community, both inside and outside of the village boundaries.

With this in mind between 2018 and 2021 the HVA donated a total of R55 611.00 to Rosmead
Central Primary School which is located in the village. The assistance to the school related mostly
to the development of the sportsfield and installation of tyres along the fence on 3rd Avenue to
protect the fence and the planting of garden plants in the tyres to make the area along 3rd Avenue
look beautiful and appealing as a main entry into the village. The field was transformed from a
dusty sandpit into a beautiful field suitable for sports and school events, but it also greatly
enhances the value to Harfield Village as 3rd Avenue is a main road leading into the village.
 
Between 2011 and 2021 the HVA donated a total of R294 803.00 to a broad variety of development
organisations both inside and outside of the village, and on several occasions provided financial
relief to support the victims of shack fires in different parts of the city. Organisations supported by
the HVA over the years have included :

-The Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band, Claremont
-The SPCA
-Christel House School
-Sister Inc
-U Turn
-Churches in Harfield Village
-Relief for shack fire victims in Masiphumelele and other areas

During the unprecedented Covid-19 crisis the HVA generated and distributed R217 557.00 worth of
groceries to the community of Hanover Park, distributed by the Alcardo Andrews Foundation and
the Fishrite Hanover Park Cricket Club.
 
For the financial years 2011 to 2015, the financial contributions towards cleaning, greening and
“Friends of Harfield Village Parks” was combined into one amount listed in the Annual Financial
Statements. For these financial periods the HVA distributed to R108 358.00 towards the planting of
gardens in and around the village, support for Friends of Harfield Parks and street cleaning.

Between 2018 and 2021 the HVA provided financial support amounting to R25 688.00 to the
residents of the village in their struggle against developers and with a view to ensuring that the
integrity of the architecture is maintained.

“When James Fernie became an active member of the HVA a few years
ago he injected it with his passion for the environment and was the
main force behind the upgrading of all the Parks. It was his enthusiasm
that attracted more participation from other members and he is a
worthy Chairperson of the HVA. What was once a relatively dormant
civic association is now a dynamic team. Councillors and officials have
on many occasions made comments about this dramatic transformation
of the HVA.”

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

http://www.harfieldvillage.org/
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2009 AND 2010

Unofficial launch of Friends of Harfield Village Parks with a tree planting in Princes Park, Harfield
Village.
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2009 and 2010

My primary role when I joined the HVA Committee was “Harfield Village Parks” which at that stage
was a portfolio on the HVA and not a separate entity on its own. The chairperson of the committee
was Terry King. I worked closely with Marwaan Martheze from the City Parks Department and
Alderman Owen Kinahan to review the needs of each of the four parks and start a comprehensive
improvement and maintenance plan for each park.  Alderman Kinahan was extremely passionate
about launching a “Friends of Harfield Village Parks” and encouraged the HVA to undertake this
initiative. 

Several meetings were held under the banner of the HVA with interested residents over the years
from 2009 leading up to formal establishment of the “Friends of Harfield Parks” in 2013.

From 2009 small but very visible improvements got underway in the parks, for example the
installation of the wire mesh fence in Hampstead Park to prevent dogs from running into
Hampstead Road, and the installation of the City of Cape Town boards of what is permissible or not
in each of the parks.

A Tatler article, dated 15 April 2010, appealing to residents interested in
contributing to the parks to contact James Fernie

The official ‘unofficial” launch of the Parks
sub committee on 21 November 2009 with a
tree planting in Princes Park.  Left to right,
James Fernie, Zula Cienska, Owen Kinahan
and Marwaan Martheze

That same tree in Princes Park today  (Pic below)
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30 August 2009 : Launch of Harfield Village Association Facebook Group:

I started and launched the Facebook group “Harfield Village Association” on 30 August 2009. For
several months the group had very few members but over the years it has certainly grown into a
very significant force with close on 4000 members. The Facebook group has been a double edged
sword and at times proved to be hugely problematic with fighting over issues related to racism,
homelessness and other contentious issues. The admins for the page put in a considerable amount
of time, effort and energy to ensure the smooth running of the group and that people
communicate with each other in a respectful and decent manner.

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2011 

At the 2011 AGM held on 3 August 2011, I reported on the successes that the HVA had undertaken in
the parks.

The HVA also embarked on a concerted effort to keep the streets clean, neat and free from litter. I
have always believed that communities with the means / resources should take responsibility for
their own neighbourhoods as far as they are able to do so. Cape Town is one of the most unequal
cities in the world and the City of Cape Town must balance service delivery to all residents whilst
redressing the vast imbalance between communities.

16 November 2011 my Facebook post regarding the HVA street cleaning:

“Peter is cleaning all the way along 3rd Avenue today, a venture undertaken by
the HVA. Please help us, give him a drink, water, an apple or snack etc. Also
please put a black bag into your bin for collection this week by refuse. Yes yes
this is councils job but we need to clean the village now and cannot wait for
council. James”

 

24th of November 2011 my Facebook post calling on residents to support the HVA initiatives :

“Hi everyone
Please support the Harfield Village Association by joining it. some of our activities
1. Harfield beautification, ie the post office agapanthus
2. recently employed someone to clean gutters, pavements, litter throughout village
3. we support charities in the village like the old age Project Daphne
4. we paid U Turn to have all graffiti removed throughout the village
5. have you noticed how beautiful the parks are looking, lighting in Surrey Park and some
great new improvements going to happen next week in Hamstead and Princes Parks
6. Our planning, development and roads department working furiously to solve urgent
traffic problems, and ensure all building plans done to regulation
7. Our security department revitalising the neighbourhood watch, ADT will be handing
over 3 new radios to the neighbourhood watch
8. we now have a PR department will be doing a quarterly newsletter and will be
spending a lot of time on the Harfield Website in 2012, to assist all residents.
9. Harfield is finally starting to look like a village community, neighbours are involved in
assisting at all parks, we have 14 very motivated people on the committee
SATURDAY IS OUR CARINIVAL, COME AND MEET US ON OUR STAND IN FRONT OF THE
HARFIELD VILLAGE CENTRE, WE ARE BEING JOINED BY OUR COUNCILLOR, LOCAL MEDIA
AND JUST GENERALLY HAVING FUN.”

 
Matthew Kempthorne was elected as the councillor for Ward 58 which includes Harfield Village.

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2012

The 2012 Carnival led by Daniela Leigh and supported by Mandy Viljoen, Ingrid Riemeyer and
others was an absolutely incredible financial success which really helped to put the HVA in a
strong financial position for years to come. This would enable the HVA to undertake many of the
important initiatives like street cleaning, gardening and support for community organisations.
People really do not understand just how much work went into organizing the carnival and how
time consuming it was, especially considering the organizers were doing this as volunteers. 

4 February 2012 my Facebook post regarding developments in the parks : 

“Hampstead and Princes Parks are
now much safer for children and pets,
and with the bright coloured fencing
also more attractive. Thank you
councillor Kempthorne for allocating
the funds for this.

 

The new fence along Hampstead Road 2012

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2011 AND 2012
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HVA BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP
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Harfield Village Association Business Membership

I initiated a Business Membership for the HVA with a view to tapping into the financial support
which could flow from this, whilst also providing a platform for local businesses to be more visible
using the Facebook group. The business membership has been a remarkable success for the HVA,
generating significant income for the HVA but also providing local business with the opportunity to
advertise on the HVA Facebook group. Managing the membership portfolio is however a time
consuming task but has been handled very well over the years by several people.

Harfield Village Street Sign

After almost one year of working with council, the Harfield Village sign was installed on the corner
of 2nd Avenue and Imam Haron Road. This was exciting as there had never been a specific sign
indicating Harfield Village.

21 June 2012 my Facebook post regarding the Harfield Village street sign:

More than a year ago I approached council to get "Welcome to Harfield Village" signs at
all entrances to the village. Today, i believe, finally, some signs are going up at the
entrance to 2nd Avenue. Unfortunately, council have to stick within regulations and only
permitted signs at the 2nd Avenue entrance. Its a start. at least we now have our village
name recognised!

 

Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band Claremont

The HVA kicked off an amazing relationship with the Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band
Claremont with the “Carols in the Park” held in Hampstead Park on 22 December 2013. The parade
by the band and carols in the park became an annual fixture in the Harfield Village calendar over
the next few years and continues still. In 2017 the late Alvon Collison was the master of ceremonies
and what a beautiful job he did.

 The band with James Fernie in Hampstead Park The new Harfield Village sign. Finally, some public name recognition for Harfield Village

HARFIELD VILLAGE STREET SIGN
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FRIENDS OF HARFIELD PARKS 
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The application by Cafeen to rezone as business was extremely contentious and caused significant
tension within the HVA and indeed within the broader community. It was a particularly unpleasant
issue and the HVA made a decision to support the business zooming based on the objective and
impartial opinion of an independent town planner.

I convened an informal launch of an informal parks committee.
13th of September 2012 my Facebook post regarding the launch of an informal Friends of Parks
steering committee : 

“The fantastic launch of Friends of Harfield Parks on Tuesday
evening”

 

24 September 2012 my Facebook post regarding beautification of the village:

“The Harfield Village Association (HVA) continues with expansion
of gardens in the village. thank you to Caroline Konstant, Joy
Skene and Gail Morrison and of course Peter the gardener. Lets
turn the whole village into one big garden and Harfield Village
can truly become the absolute gem of the southern suburbs.”

 

BEAUTIFICATION OF THE VILLAGE  

https://www.facebook.com/caroline.konstant?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/joy.skene?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/gail.morrison.921?__tn__=R*F
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19 October HVA hosted “Paws in the Park” in Hampstead Park sponsored by Lee Gautschi

The HVA launched a Harfield Village bumper sticker initiative.

30 November :  the HVA hosted “The Barnyard comes to Harfield Village in Surrey Park sponsored
by Urban Village Properties

PAWS IN THE PARK THE BARNYARD /  HARFIELD BUMPER STICKER



The HVA embarked on initiatives to beautify the main entrances into the village with gardens in
front of the post office, 

6 April 2013 Facebook post regarding community outreach, beautification and gardening in the
village 
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2013
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12 July 2013 Facebook post regarding beautification of the village :HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2013

The official “Friends of Harfield Parks” held its first AGM on the 10th of April 2013. This was a
significant achievement for the village and the dream of Owen Kinahan fulfilled.

“The Harfield Village Association paid for the new fence at the De Heide School. WOW Gardens are doing the
landscaping. The HVA continues to invest in and find ways to improve the look and safety of Harfield Village.”

 

“Dear Harfield Villagers

I am sure you will agree that the Harfield Village Association works very hard to ensure that Harfield Village
is the most beautiful, clean and safe suburb as it can be. We need your help to transform the main entrance
into the village on 2nd Avenue.

The HVA has invested considerable resources into upgrading the entrances into the village- we planted the
Agapanthas in front of the post office, motivated council to put up a Harfield entrance sign and to plant trees
- some in pots next to the post office. We replaced the broken fencing at the De Heide Project and motivated
the landscaped edging to this property. 

In order to complete the transformation of the 2nd Ave entrance (Lansdowne side) we have obtained
landscaping quotes to expand and greatly improve the gardens:
• alongside the Telkom building on the right from De Heide to the post office 
• and to add some form plants to the Agapantha block in front of the post office. 
The addition of some colourful, but hardy indigenous plants in this area will have huge impact, it will set the
tone of transformation on 2nd to a beautiful garden suburb.

PLEASE PAY WHATEVER AMOUNT YOU CAN AFFORD, ANY AMOUNT WILL HELP, AND PLEASE CHALLENGE
OTHER PEOPLE IN THE VILLAGE TO DO THE SAME.
MANY THANKS TO LEE GAUTSCHI PROPETIES, NORGARB PROPERTIES, FINANCIAL HUB, OGGI AND CINNACO
FOR ALREADY MAKING GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS.

Should you be willing to contribute to this fund, please make your deposit to the account below. As soon as
we have collected enough we can give the landscaper the go ahead. It really should be done shortly to have
the benefit of winter rains to establish the plants. Please ref your deposit 2AveXXX, where xxx is your name.”

 

19HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21



03 P 11921HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21

23 November 2013 my social media post regarding Business Membership :

HVA NEEDS BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2120

22 December 2013 Carols in the Park with the Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band Claremont.1 November 2013 my Facebook post regarding encouraging Business Membership :

“The Harfield Village Association would like to thank the following businesses for signing up as business
members. Villagers and members of this page are encouraged to support these and all the businesses that are
members of the HVA.
Thai World
Atmore Painters
Dr Neil Burman”

 

CAROLS IN THE PARK 

“The Harfield Village Association (HVA) would like to thank the following businesses in the village for signing
up as business members, thus showing their commitment to the village :
Bizzie Lizzie, Bodyworks Pilates Studio, Brads Grill, Cinnaco, Eco Fence Cape, Infinity Homes, Lee Gautschi
Properties, Kitchen to Yours, Loco Lounge, Norgarb Properties, Oblivion, OGGI, Sandi Dickson Properties, The
Childrens Studio, Urban Village Properties, Vitasen Investments,

Please support these businesses, as they are supporting the village.”
 

April Easter Egg Hunt 2013                                                                             Photo Credit Andrea Trauernicht
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12 June 2014 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding community outreach :

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2014
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4 June 2014 my Facebook post regarding Harfield Village community outreach :1HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2014

“The Harfield Village Ratepayers Association (HVA) feels very deeply that we must not only mobilise our own
community members for the benefit of our community, BUT that we should be a compassionate and proactive
residents association, reaching out in a very personal and committed way to our neighbours who are currently
experiencing tremendous suffering and pain as a result of the inclement weather. 

The HVA is thus calling on all community members within Harfield Village to assist the HVA in collecting
clothes, blankets, tin food etc. to be delivered to the community of Browns Farm in Phillippi. All goods can be
delivered to the address below. All collected good will be delivered to Browns Farm tomorrow afternoon and
the HVA would like to encourage residents to come along to see firsthand how their neighbours are living.
This visit will be done in conjunction with the local councillor and local SAPS so safety will not be an issue.
We are meeting the local councillor at 2.30pm tomorrow.

The HVA would like this to be an ongoing commitment, thus establishing a relationship with the community in
Browns Farm.
Kind regards
James Fernie
Chairperson : Harfield Village Association
Committee Member : Friends of Harfield Parks
Physical Address : Office 5, Harfield Village Centre, 48 2nd Avenue, Harfield Village, Claremont, 7708
Tel : +27 21 683 8523”

 

“hi everyone, please see below message we received from the community leaders of Bagdad Informal
Settlement.....it is soo beautiful actually. We will do our next visit on Mandela Day, i.e. the 18th of July.
Please join us n coming out to Bagdad with your stuff on that day..........
Dear Friends in Harfield
We appreciate your care, we never had this kind of care and assistance you have given us. It is the first time
the committee and community of Bagdad informal settlement receiving such assistances we greatly appreciate
and thank your efforts in aiding us.
Here-in is the list of the essential products we are in need of that will help us, we are in indeed in trouble and
we even fear wanting so many things from you so we will start with the most important. But we also
appreciate and thank the efforts of any assistance and gifts you may give us, they will surely be used in our
community. 
1. Blankets
2. Sail (covering sails)
3. Heater (paraffin)
4. Rubbing stuff (e.g. Vicks vapor rub) 
5. Cough mixture
We thank you!!”

 

AThe Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band Claremont parading down 2nd Avenue, Harfield
Village during the carnival.

I attempted to pair Harfield Village with an informal settlement in Philippi. The idea was for
residents of Harfield Village to undertake collections of food, clothes and other basic necessities
and then accompany me to Philippi to meet with people from that community. Sadly this initiative
did not get off with only one successful trip being made with a van full of goods.

I have always felt that Harfield Village Association should have outreach to other communities in
the Southern Suburbs. The idea being to bring people from different communities, race groups,
cultures together in a spirit of co-operation and mutual learning. Harfield Village is clearly a
privileged community in the broader scheme of things, and has a responsibility to assist other
communities where possible. If South Africa is to succeed, communities can no longer continue to
exist in isolation.
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2014
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2014

SCHOOL GARDEN

Some residents with the collected items in Philippi

The HVA connected with the leadership of the Rosmead Central Primary School and kicked off a
fundraising drive to assist the school with the transformation of the school field, repairing the fence
along 3rd Avenue and general beautification of the school grounds.
 

Some residents with the collected items in PhilippiFrom left : James Fernie, then 
Headmaster Kevin Boyd, Deputy headmaster Ian Kriel, Giuliana Biasotto, Gail Brown
 and Rose Buchanan

The Rosmead Primary School fence along 3rd Avenue being repaired and planted with a garden

The Rosmead Primary School fence along 3rd Avenue being repaired and planted with a
garden

Thank you to Gail Brown, Francine Dieckmann for assisting with this project in the early days and to
Alison Palthe for her care, love and nurturing of the garden over the last few years.
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At the AGM held on the 14th of August 2014 the HVA invited Bruce Burmeister to speak on the
proposed Harfield Village Community Improvement District (HVCID) concept. The HVA encouraged
Harfielders to get behind this initiative and start organizing street representatives to mobilise the
village.

The HVA strongly supported the launch of the HVCID and formed part of the initial working group
established under the leadership of Bruce Burmeister. Bruce and his team worked very hard
obtaining tenders from ADT and Princeton and exploring the best options for the HVCID. A public
meeting was held later in the year attended by hundreds of people jammed into the St Matthews
Anglican Church.

RAILWAY CLEAN-UP

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2126

1 July 2014 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding beautification of the village :

“The HVA is constantly working to improve safety, security, beauty and cleanliness of our village and
surrounds. We hope Harfielders like the improved garden at the main entrance into the village on 2nd
Avenue.”

 

BEAUTIFICATION OF THE VILLAGE 

Well done to Gail Brown for spearheading community efforts to keep the railway line that runs
through Harfield Village clean and free from litter.

4 June 2014 my HVA Group social media post regarding the Railway Cleanup:

During our railway clean up in Harfield
Village on Saturday, the youngsters in masks
came from other parts of the city to help.
They are not even from Claremont !! They
are from Anonymous Cape Town. Thank you
Ravenovitch Raskatye and others. Now to
motivate people living in Harfield and
especially those living alongside the railway
line to come and help next year !
Overcoming apathy is a major challenge of
our time, we must all take responsibility and
stop waiting for others to do everything for
us !

 

Well done to Gail Brown for organizing
the railway clean up over many years.
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HVCID LAUNCH

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2128

The event caused the HVA to start a process of vetting and evaluation for people wishing to join the
Harfield Village Association Facebook group.
 
 
29th of November 2014 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding social media in Harfield Village :

Dearest Harfielders. It is time for me to say something as chairperson of the HVA. I started this Facebook page
many years ago on behalf of the Harfield Village Association (HVA) and it has served our community well thus
far. It was and is intended to be a neighbourhood NOTICE BOARD, fostering a good and decent community
spirit. We are blessed to live in a unique, pretty and very well located neighbourhood. I do look forward to a
day when our neighbourhoods in South Africa reflect the racial demographic of the country, and when our
country and our world is free from the terrible curse of poverty, violence, hatred, bigotry, and when human
beings can work in common purpose for the general good of all people, animals and our precious mother
earth. Maybe I am totally naive and idealistic, but our world is crying out for idealism and love as esp

oused by Nelson Mandela. PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE, write your messages in a respectful, constructive,
 compassionate, kind, non-judgemental manner. This is not a political forum. Crime is a significant problem in
our community and throughout the city and our country. PLEASE join the HARLYN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
page and use that forum for crime related posts. Better still, join the Harlyn Watch and get involved. Too
many people in South Africa talk without doing. So, in conclusion, please use this page for community notices,
not crime related incidents (there is the correct page for that called Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch) and
certainly no political comments. Together, we must work towards a safer, cleaner, beautiful, more respectful
Harfield Village, Cape Town, South Africa and indeed world. Our thoughts become our words, our words
become our deeds, our deeds become our habits, and our habits become who we are and our destiny. This is
the correct message sorry was rushing to get it off.
 
 

 

SECURITY IN THE VILLAGE 

At the AGM held on the 14th of August 2014 the HVA invited Bruce Burmeister to speak on the
proposed Harfield Village Community Improvement District (HVCID) concept. The HVA encouraged
Harfielders to get behind this initiative and start organizing street representatives to mobilise the
village.

The HVA strongly supported the launch of the HVCID and formed part of the initial working group
established under the leadership of Bruce Burmeister. Bruce and his team worked very hard
obtaining tenders from ADT and Princeton and exploring the best options for the HVCID. A public
meeting was held later in the year attended by hundreds of people jammed into the St Matthews
Anglican Church.

This year was a particularly stressful and unhappy year for me. Several racist incidents occurred in
and around Harfield Village and a particularly nasty and racist comment on social media went viral
causing an outrage in the national media. 

During this awful time Harfield Village became known in the media as the most racist suburb in
South Africa. Even Nic Rabinowitz referred to Harfield Village in his stand up comedy show that
year.

“Please repost this throughout the day and tomorrow so that
everyone can see and read it.......Hi everyone. you are all concerned
about safety and security in Harfield Village. We will be reverting
soon with a date for a public meeting to discuss a proposal for
dedicated patrol vehicles per avenue, cameras in the village, a
permanent security hub in the village, a full time employed person
to deal with ALL Harfield matters relating to security and ANY other
issue relevant to Harfield, homelessness, cleanliness...anything
involving city council etc. etc.....we will revert within the next 10
days as Bruce Burmeister is negotiating with Princeton and ADT. for
this to happen the association is going to require MASSIVE buy-in
from EVERYONE in the village. Watch this space...........” 

 

8 November 2014 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding safety and security in the village

James Fernie meeting Nic
Rabinowitz at the Baxter Theatre
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SECURITY IN THE VILLAGE 

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2130

The events surrounding racist incidents
and Harfield Village being in the news
for all the wrong reasons spilled over
into 2015. The Mail & Guardian
interviewed me as chairperson of the
HVA and the article appeared late in
January 2015.

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2015

8 November 2014 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding safety and security in the village:

The Harfield Village Community
Improvement District (HVCID) was
launched in 2015 with the full support of
the HVA.
 
The HVA contacted local media regularly
regarding the intolerable situation with
traffic congestion on 2nd Avenue.

James Fernie interviewed by the Mail &
Guardian January 30 to February 5 2015

!!!!!!! IMPORTANT NOTICE !!!!!!! PLEASE DIAIRISE THE DATE : MONDAY 1 DECEMBER at 7.00pm FOR
HARFIELD VILLAGE SAFETY AND SECURITY MEETING. Invite your friends and neighbours in the village. This
VERY important meeting applies to all residents living between Rosmead Avenue, Imam Haron Road, the
Railway Line and Kenilworth Road. Imagine, dedicated security vehicles per avenue, security cameras in the
village, a permanent security hub in the village, a full time employed person dealing with ALL Harfield Village
matters like security, vagrancy, cleanliness, complaints etc. etc. To make this work we need all hands on deck.
All of this for LESS than you are more than likely paying at the moment for ADT or Princeton. No more
complaining about crime, grime and vagrancy, let us as a community now work together and make our village
safe, secure and beautiful. This will also have major impact on the value of property in the village. VENUE
STILL TO BE ANNOUNCED. PLEASE INVITE FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS !!

 

1 December 2014 my HVA Group social media post regarding security meeting:

“Important Notice Following meeting last night Thank you for attending the meeting last night, it was
gratifying to see so many people coming to the meeting.

The intention behind this initiative is to unite the community while creating a SAFE and SECURE place in
which to live.

This involves FAR MORE than just patrolling security vehicles.

The following important steps have been decided upon today :
- A committee meeting for ALL INTERESTED PEOPLE to help drive this initiative will be held at the Harfield
Village Centre 48 2nd Avenue in the boardroom upstairs on Monday 8 December at 7.00pm.
- The initial tender process was done in a fair, legal and above board manner BUT we have decided to reopen
the tender process in order to ensure the utmost transparency and buy-in from the community.
- Bruce is meeting with Princeton tomorrow and will discuss the possibility of ADT and Princeton being joint
service providers to this arrangement for a period of 3 years.

In order for this to truly work, we need EVERYONE in the village to come on board with their support.
Please send me an email jamesfernie@uthandosa.org if you would like to be part of the steering committee.
Kind regards
James Fernie”

 
 

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
2015

https://www.facebook.com/groups/124414408701/user/668920949/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVLwQnfnN5revyiXIw2VIwLvDPdukp2RuHTSehFXb5OwJMAP1QihtvzwEBgm9YEl_AgS7gcc74ecEtzEcZKfZd0AEYnfIVOs_QHLFpuaqHFBvw37hnq2F3aPuMCMpVMEqG33ULgT5pZZ4QSLq3rawz-FL35Smf7NBnGR7ZI5zsmag&__tn__=R%5d-R
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BEAUTIFICATION OF THE VILLAGE

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2132

8 December 2015 my social media HVA Group Facebook post community outreach to fire victims:

HVA  FACEBOOK GROUP COMMUNITY

12 October 2015 my social media HVA Group Facebook post regarding beautification in the village:

20 December 2015  Carols in Purely Park

!“Dear all Harfield gardeners. I would love to see all Harfield gardeners focusing on public spaces to green
and beautify in the village. This week I have selected the corner of 2nd Avenue and Durham. Please feel free
to put some plants, flowers, compost etc. into that corner. Lets turn Harfield Village into one big garden!”

 

9 November 2015 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding Rosmead Primary School

“Thank you Tam for making this awesome barometer and OBLIVION for making the first donation of R10
000.00 towards the new football pitch !!”

“Many thanks to those kind and generous people in Harfield Village who donated food, clothes, toiletries and
household goods to the people of who lost their houses in Masiphumelele. We delivered everything this
morning to the Living Hope depot which was processing all the goods coming in.”
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2016

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2134

8 11 December: Carols in the Park with the Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band

CAROLS IN THE PARK/GARDEN COMPETITION

The carnival was, as usual, a wonderful success and was officially opened by the Mayor of Cape
Town, Patricia de Lille. I will never forget the mayor saying to me that the carnival should be held
monthly. I am honestly not sure she understood the massive amount of work, stress and red tape
that goes into running a successful event.

Claire Commins did an outstanding job organizing the carnival in 2016

“I have just uploaded the 2015 / 2016 HVA Annual Financial Statements onto the files
section of this page, these AFS were presented at the HVA AGM in August. As you will see
the HVA is in a very strong financial position and we plan on spending allocated budgets
on the safety, security, greening and cleaning and supporting financially Friends of
Harfield Parks, Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch and HV Cid . The HVA needs community
members to become activists and help create the type of community that you would like to
live.”

 

5 September 2016 my HVA Group Facebook post:

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2016

The Garden Competition was an incredible
success and hopefully in the future more such
events can be planned.

Alison Palthe joined the committee as treasurer and is thankfully still on the committee.

Sharon Cottle elected Ward Councillor for Ward 58

GARDEN COMPETITION

CAROLS IN THE PARK 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/124414408701/user/100011185428431/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCpJUw9hQq8thNuTCdCQ_MQDNHiuTExc-srq1rZatFc1fIUkF8P-AUeU1H3tlKWCpeBVCp-0O6luEOwhLdy-zVoYHWkQHYtQBd2UWSlq-XBdsu1bS7qscx6IfeiumE1Ix4daWDMtdbSb-av9g_pmW2TYUNGG2oaYndz-7bRwVXzw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2017

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2136

8 Table Tennis Project –after 3 years of
development involving engineers and
concrete manufacturers the cement table
tennis was finally installed. Thank you to
Oblivion for sponsoring R10 000.00
towards the table and the HVA committee
for fundraising through a raffle to cover the
remaining R16 000.00. On the 19th of May
2017 the table was installed.

Finally, a solution to the traffic on 2nd Avenue!

After many many years of severe traffic congestion on 2nd Avenue in Harfield Village, the city
council painted yellow lines along one side of 2nd Avenue, similar to Main Road in Observatory.
This solution has by and large been extremely successful in alleviating traffic congestion EXCEPT
for when selfish, thoughtless and totally self-centered people park on the yellow lines because they
are too lazy or selfish to park further down the road and walk to their destination.

“Great news to see the 'final piece of the jigsaw' yellow line painted on 2nd Avenue; it's
taken years! Finally, free flowing traffic, less road rage and intolerance and less broken
wing mirrors! (I lost two!) One small step for man, one giant step for mankind...) Well done
for yours and other's efforts, James Fernie!”

 

Yellow line markings on 2nd Avenue

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2017

The HVA hosted a very successful and well attended Christmas Carols in Park in Purley Park on the
10th of December 2017. The last Alvon Collison was of course marvelous MC for the event. The
Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band Claremont played the carols while the New Apostolic
Church Choir sang the carols. Thank you also to the Kenilworth Methodist Church, St Matthews
Anglican Church and St James Church for participating in the evening programme.

19 August 2017 Facebook post by Simon Ekin:

TABLE TENNIS PROJECT / PARK CAROLS

https://www.facebook.com/groups/124414408701/user/668920949/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXbDSKLfb1PGdEIsQzOEBpyzCkthoA4_eAJlaG4QwRJnYNhnOyrPMuPrLWbfBkXrFzP8Z-eO63ZNDljjC0Kbw-nPazAFIN1mluw49xrmi1SrZpmqrE_ywqV1IJlu0ZCp6Tf5xMGOHYAVt0e5UKOIHzcSsFhU6QcSEB2AbWZb2YYgw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2018

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2138

Day Zero : HVA swung into action:

On 26 January 2018 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding the water crisis:

As the water crisis in Cape Town worsened and it became a real possibility that the city could run
out of water, the HVA wasted no time in mobilizing Harfielders to save water and act responsibly as
a community. The HVA raised funds to sink a wellpoint at Rosmead Central Primary School with a
view to providing the opportunity for local residents to use water from the school for purposes
other than drinking water. The HVA also initiated a campaign to mobilise the community through
a Street Captain group which Madge Gibson spearheaded. This WhatsApp would prove vital during
the Covid-19 crisis that unfolded in 2020.

23 January 2018 my HVA Group Facebook post regarding the water crisis :

“On the 12th of April we could ALL find ourselves in a dire situation which is
unprecedented in the world ! The HVA is calling on ALL Harfielders to step up to the plate
and SAVE EVERY SINGLE DROP OF WATER. Let this emergency bring out the best in us ! If
you are not passionately saving water you are actually giving your neighbours the middle
finger and shame on you for contributing to the looming disaster!”

 

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2018

With a Day Zero scenario unfolding in Cape Town in 2018, the HVA wanted to take the initiative and
help with finding local solutions to the water crisis. As a consequence, the HVA engaged with the
community and local stakeholders. After some discussions an agreement was reached with
Rosmead Central Primary School to sink a wellpoint at the school and install infrastructure that
would provide Harfielders with access to the water. The HVA invested R16 800.00 in this initiative in
the 2017 / 2018 financial year. Good rains fell in the 2018 winter and the crisis was averted for the
foreseeable future. 

Water Crisis Action Committee. A very big THANK YOU to Madge Gibson for the tremendous effort
in establishing a ‘Day Zero Street Leaders” group aimed at creating a network covering the entire
Harfield Village in the event of Day Zero happening in Cape Town. Thankfully this crisis has been
averted for now and the group was not called upon to implement a plan of action.
 
The HVA sponsored the installation of the Wild Food Edible Garden in Hampstead Park by Loubie
Rusch.

“Dear Harfielders. The HVA is looking for volunteers to form a sub committee focused on
the water crisis. As a first step i think it would be an excellent idea to have a register with
every single street in Harfield Village with a street captain per street who manages a
WhatsApp group for that street. Each street captain could then belong to a central
WhatsApp group managed by the HVA. Many of these groups exist already and work
exceedingly well. We can truly mobilise Harfield Village through this network, which in the
end could also work very well for crime prevention and other issues. If day zero does
indeed happen, communication and community mobilisation is going to be absolutely key
to ensuring that we all get through the crisis while also protecting the elderly and
vulnerable people living in our area. This task could actually be really fun and rewarding,
whilst also providing the infrastructure in Harfield Village to deal effectively with the
myriad of challenges which we face as a community. Any takers, please send me an email
jamesfernie@uthandosa.org”

 

WATER CRISIS AND ACTION
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MANDELA DAY FUNDRAISER

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2140

31 October “Halloween in the Village”
held in Hampstead Park. 

I asked to meet with the HVCID
Committee and proposed a “Security
Day” in Hampstead Park where locals
could meet with all of the local security
organisations, SAPS, Harlyn Watch,
HVCID and ADT. The HVCID welcomed
the idea but wanted to rather make a fun
and exciting event which would attract
people to the park, where in addition to
fun, all of the security stakeholders would
also be present to engage with the
community.Thus the Halloween idea was
created by HVCID and a fantastic event
was put together by Jenni Coleman,
Manager of HVCID.

XMAS MARKET 

18 July 2018 HVA Mandela Day fundraiser
at Kelvin Grove

Many thanks to Alison Palthe and team
(Cher Ashton, Jasmine Lin and Daniela
Leigh) for putting together an incredibly
successful Mandela Day Fundraising Quiz
held at Kelvin Grove on the 18th of July. 98
people participated in the event function
and the HVA made R15 752.00 profit. This
money was used in that year ahead for the
water project / sportsfield project at
Rosmead Central Primary School. The HVA
is very proud to be have been part of this
community initiative on an ongoing basis.

1 December Xmas Market 

The HVA introduced a brand new concept
replacing the traditional Christmas Carols
which was traditionally held in one of the
parks. On the 1st of December 2018 a Harfield
Village Christmas Market was held at St
Matthews Anglican Church with more than
100 stalls, lovely music, an appearance by
father Christmas the Young Guiding Stars
Sacred String Band Claremont playing. The
event was totally marvelous but also came
with a lot of stress. Well done to Alison Palthe,
Jasmin Lin Danie Van Rooyen and many
others for the great work in putting that
event together.

Terry Robinson joined the committee as
secretary and is thankfully still serving as
such.

HALLOWEEN IN THE VILLAGE 
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2019

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2142

New logo for HVA

The HVA introduced a new logo and branding for the organisation. Thank you to Quentin Horn for
his creative talents in designing the new logo. The logo was announced on the 8th of April 2019 

8 April 2019 my Facebook post regarding launch of the new logo:

“Dear Harfielders, not everyone will like the new HVA logo and I definitely am expecting
some sarcasm with the slogan, but the HVA is pleased to announce our new logo and
slogan. Thank you Quentin Horn for the awesome design, we are very proud of the new
meaningful logo which reflects the boundaries of Harfield Village and the various positive
aspects of life in Harfield Village. As a community we must work together to overcome the
challenges that face us as Harfield Village and be mindful of just how grateful we should
actually be to live in such a special place.”

 

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2019
At the time I wrote on social media:
 

Security remains top priority in Harfield

On the 21st of June and 24th of July 2019 meetings were held between the HVA, HVCID, Harlyn
Neighbourhood Watch and Friends of Harfield Village Parks to discuss and formulate a
comprehensive security strategy for Harfield Village. The discussions were incredibly meaningful
but sadly did not continue due to peoples work commitments and time constraints. Then 2020
came along with the Covid-19 crisis and these discussions were shelved. In the future it will
definitely be worthwhile resuming these discussions between all stakeholders and leadership
structures in the village.

Homelessness is a growing challenge

Extract from 2019 report “Homelessness remains a major challenge facing Harfield Village and
indeed the entire Cape Town metro. The HVA would still like to harness the experience and talent
of local activists to prepare a Statement of Intent framing the vision, approach and objectives to
this challenge, and flowing from that a policy and programme of action for the HVA to this
challenge at a very local level.”

24 August 2019 Uyinene Mrwetyana, a UCT student was murdered at the Clareinch Post Office.

The HVA extends its heartfelt condolences to the family of slain UCT student Uyinene Mrwetyana. The tragedy
that unfolded in the post office is unimaginable and horrific. We extend our sincere thanks to the community
at large for the remarkable manner in which they showed their love and compassion for Uyinene by draping
the post office in flowers and beautiful messages.”

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/124414408701/user/621881853/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUQIgr3U8afnTn75hHaaKbvIQj548njFkD5ol1tTTm5BTshblmSizjzROcnhX6VFok_85JV9hbW0BhH36zQxc6pTCp730DHxpNWWI3mW8tiQ1ZF8MsdhFz34F-iA0hCNV1-FjBSaeGjDoDriyYG2_T8Ity520F2zn_RJUOy3UpsIw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2020

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2144

2020 was clearly a year like no other with the unfolding of the Covid-19 crisis and subsequent
lockdown. The 2020 Annual Report covers the activities of the HVA during this time extensively but
a few salient points below :

-Within days the HVA had invigorated the Street Captains WhatsApp group with a view to
identifying vulnerable people within Harfield Village and making it easy for people to connect,
making it easy for residents to reach out for or offer assistance. Many families received food parcels
through the HVA network.

-The HVA “Campaign of Goodness” was launched within days of the unfolding crisis, to assist
vulnerable communities.

A doodle video was produced by Dwyn Griesel to assist this HVA with its “Campaign of Goodness”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRx6O1XCBIk&t=6s

-Outreach began to community organisations in Hanover Park and in the end almost R230 000.00
worth of food, groceries and other forms of assistance was generated and distributed by the HVA to
community projects in Hanover Park, Christel House School, Sister Inc Shelter for women and
children, SPCA, U Turn.

HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2020
28 May 2020 social media post reflecting a message sent by Sharon Cottle :

A lovely message from our councillor, Sharon Cottle :

After an absolutely awful year the around 6000 residents of Masiphumele lost their “homes” in a
devastating shack fire. The HVA rallied to support the victims of this terrible disaster with a number
of vehicle loads of goods collected in Harfield Village and delivered to Masi.

“Dear James

Please forward to your committee members.
I am aware of the ties which the Harfield Village Association (HVA) has created with the Hanover Park civic
associations and communities which was part of an incredibly unselfish and caring initiative by HVA to
engage more with other communities.

In your recent communication you make reference to how the outreach was accelerated with the onset of the
lockdown regulations and the challenges facing the Hanover community. Not only have you been working to
deliver food parcels and other support during this time but in recent weeks your project has seen the
implementation of a sandwich drive.
The fact that 3800 sandwiches were donated in the first week is an incredible achievement on the part of all
concerned.

I will certainly be supporting this initiative by dropping off 500 masks for distribution on Saturday morning at
10h00, in front of the Deli Cafe on 2nd Avenue.
You will be quick to point out that any success achieved is due to the assistance being received from many
people but, in order to succeed, every good intention requires the energy, enthusiasm and unselfish
commitment of people willing to display a caring attitude and exceptional leadership and who, in the midst of
their own trials and challenges, still find the compassion to help others.
You, James and your team deserve the appreciation and gratitude of so many for your leadership and ‘drive’ in
making such a difference in the lives of others.
Thank you once again. Take care and be safe.
Kind Regards, Sharon Cottle
Member of the Mayoral committee for Corporate Services (Councillor: Ward 58)
Cell: 082 436 3069

-HVA still managed to spend R15 784.00 on the
street cleaning initiative in the village
-R6825.00 was spent at Rosmead Central Primary
School
-R3000.00 donated to Young Guiding Stars Sacred
String Band Claremont for new uniforms
-R13 000 provided to residents of Wessels Road to
supplement their legal fees incurred in fighting the
5 story development
-R4000.00 provided to Friends of Harfield Parks
-Over several weeks during lockdown “Sandwich
Saturday” drives were undertaken in Harfield
Village, with a total of 15 000 sandwiches, fruit,
blankets, soups and other basics being collected on
driver through drop off on 2nd Avenue and
delivered straight to community partners in
Hanover Park for distribution to the most
vulnerable people in that community.
-Thanks to Alison and Maggie Palthe the “Hello my
name is HOPE” initiative with the SPAR Rosmead
further enabled significant support

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRx6O1XCBIk&t=6s
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HARFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2021

HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/2146

HARFIELD VILLAGE 2021

In the 2020 HVA Annual Report I listed my personal priorities for the HVA and Harfield Village for
the year ahead:

1.    Continued awareness creation of the disgusting state of Imam Haron Road with the city and
relevant stakeholders.
2.    Addressing the ever increasing homelessness in the area.
3.    Increasing support for security stakeholders in the area.
4.    Strengthening the relationship with, and increasing support for Hanover Park partners.
5.    Completing a new website for the HVA.
6.    More regular newsletters and communication with Harfielders and HVA members.

I am very pleased to say that the HVA team did indeed address most of these issues.

After months of hard work and providing relevant information, in June 2021 the HVA can be
really very proud of the brand new website www.harfieldvillage.org.za . We believe this website
will provide the foundation on which the HVA can continue to build a meaningful relationship
with the residents of Harfield Village.

James Fernie
Chairperson, Harfield Village Association (HVA)

 
THANK YOU to Vassen & Associates for auditing the HVA financials and producing the Annual
Financial Statements every year over the last 10 years and before that.

MESSAGES FROM HVA COMMITTEE MEMBERS
 
“I am so pleased and grateful to be part of a vibrant, dedicated and passionate team of
people in Harfield Village, committed to achieving the goals and objectives of the
association and other civic partners.” – Sean McFarlane, Vice-Chairperson

“I have lived in Harfield for about 8 years and I am so pleased that I moved to the Village.
It is a special place where people care about each other, their fur babies and the
greenspaces. There is also a vibrancy in Harfield with all the restaurants and shops.
I have cherished my time on the HVA serving as treasurer, I love the passion that people
bring to the association whether it is helping the homeless, fundraising for the less
fortunate and vehemently upholding both a green community, peace and safety” – Alison
Palthe, Treasurer.

 
 

“ I absolutely love being a part of this very special group of people who are so dedicated to
community development. The HVA is proactive and provides so much room for growth and
stimulation. I have been particularly moved by the outreach programmes of the HVA, and
especially the solid and sincere relationships that have been established in Hanover Park. I
tried to leave the committee at some point due to work pressure, but I am so pleased that I
stayed, my involvement on the HVA just got better with time and I look forward to an even
greater contribution in the future.” – Terry Robinson, Secretary

“I love helping people and humanity.
My love of Harfield , the great connections and friends I have made in the area always
encourages me to help with community work.
To me the community and the people always comes first.
My wish has always been to help make this village, safe, clean and preserve the heritage
and history of the village.
The different projects we undertake at times, to raise funds and help other communities
give meaning not only to our lives but to the lives of our villagers as well.
My motto as per the car stickers we once had printed, is always “ I love Harfield Village” –
Daniela Leigh

“This community has welcomed me into it with open arms- I want to help it continue to do
that to all its members. I have a background in local community organisations and am a
great believer in providing ways of empowering local residents and businesses to help
build their community, their way. Since being lucky enough to move into the village a few
years ago I have been greatly impressed by the real sense and spirit of community here,
and want to help. “ Nick Grierson  (Business Membership)
 
“Harfield Village is a welcoming place to live and makes me feel part of a community. This
is in good part due to the work of the Harfield Village Association. My reason for joining
the HVA as a general member and to volunteer to work on the HVA committee was to
contribute to this sense of community. Getting involved in the committee work also
enhances my understanding of the HVA work and the community and broadens my
perspectives beyond my work and home context. And it's great fun!”  - Margie Schneider
(Residential Membership)

 
 

http://www.harfieldvillage.org.za/
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HVA MEMBERSHIP

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Thank you to the HVA treasurer Alison Palthe for the hard work and dedication over the last
financial year which ended on 30 June 2021.

Thank you also to Vassen & Associates for auditing the books and preparing the 2020 / 2021 Annual
Financial Statements for the HVA. The service by Vassen & Associates to the HVA and Harfield
Village over many years is greatly appreciated. 

With the Covid-19 pandemic in its 2nd year the HVA has not been in a position to organize any
specific fundraising events. The total income of R 92 251.00 was quite evenly split between
membership fees and donations.

Total Income for the year         R92 251.00
Business membership               R21 900.00
Residential membership          R14 090.00
Cottage Industry                         R6900.00
Donations and raffle                  R48 220.00
Interest                                           R1141.00

Total Expenses for the year    R98 129.00

Some of the more interesting expenditure was the following :

-Covid-19 feeding programmes                                  R6136.00
-Harly Neighbourhood Watch                                     R9000.00
-Friends of Harfield Parks                                             R5500.00
-Alcardo Andrews Foundation (Hanover Park)      R6000.00
-Hanover Park Partners                                                 R23300.00
-U Turn Homeless Organisation                                  R8500.00
-Donations to Meggs Muts                                            R2000.00
-Rosmead Central Primary School                             R8167.00
-Street Cleaning in Harfield Village                            R8933.00

The new website cost R5500.00. 

The bank balance of the HVA as at 30 June 2021 was a total of R37 981.00 which is R9378.00 less
than the bank balance at the end of the 2020 financial year.

The HVA invested R2500.00 paid to Mark Hurter on the 29th of October 2020. Mark provided a very
impressive concept of a brand new magazine called “InHarfield” which looked absolutely amazing.
Sadly, to date this magazine has not materialized and the HVA has tried unsuccessfully to obtain at
least some direction from Mark as to when the magazine will be launched. The HVA has made
Mark aware that he is in possession of public money intended for the purpose providing advertorial
space in the magazine. The HVA will monitor the progress of this magazine and reserves its rights
to pursue legal steps to recover the money from Mark Hurter. 

HVA MEMBERSHIP

Thank you to Danie Van Rooyen for his passionate and dedicated maintenance of the three HVA
membership databases (residential, business and cottage industry) over the years. The HVA was
very sad indeed when Danie resigned from the HVA in 2020.

Thank you to Margie Schneider and Nick Grieson
for joining the committee and taking over the portfolio of residential membership and business
membership respectively. 

A very special thanks to Daniela Leigh and Sean McFarlane for stepping in during the Covid-19 crisis
while Danie was stuck in Mexico, and continuing the memberships until Margie and Nick joined
the committee.

This is an extremely important portfolio as without the income of membership fees the HVA is not
able to invest in so many initiatives in the village and support so many important local causes.

Fees for the 2020 / 2021 remain the same as last year :
Residential membership        R200.00 per annum (per household)
Business membership             R350.00 per business
Cottage Industry                       R150.00 per annum

Considering the economic climate the HVA will not raise the membership fee for the 2020 / 2021
financial year.

With an effective and co-ordinated effort the HVA really can and should generate decent income
from membership.

With just a little more support from Harfielders the following income is actually very modest and
VERY achievable: 
-250 residential members @ R200.00                     R50 000.00
-100 business members @ R350.00                          R35 000.00
-30 cottage industry members @ R150.00              R4500.00
-Total                                                                                  R89 500.00
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HARFIELD VILLAGE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (HVCID)

The civic association tasked with safety and security in Harfield Village is the Harfield Village
Community Improvement District (HVCID) NOT to be confused with a City Improvement District.
The HVA works closely with the Harfield Village Community Improvement District (HVCID). It is a
non-profit civic community forum managed by residents who volunteer to coordinate
improvements in the village, with the focus on safety and security in partnership with Fidelity ADT.
The HVA strongly encourages all Harfielders to join the HVCID as they are working tirelessly to
ensure safety and security not only in our homes but also in our neighbourhood through dedicated
Harfield patrol vehicles offering quick response times, roll out of security cameras throughout the
village and a fulltime security manager in the village.

In January 2021 Jenni Coleman resigned as HVCID Manager to pursue an alternative career option,
and in February 2021 Jenni Rowe was employed as the new manager. 

The HVA extends a note of gratitude to Jenni Coleman for her service to the broader Claremont
community, and wishes her well on her endeavours. Conversely the HVA congratulates Jen Rowe
on her new position and looks forward to working with her. Jenni has lived in Harfield Village since
1995 and is thus very committed to this community.

Please visit their website to find out more www.hvcid.co.za, email admin@hvcid.co.za or call Jen
on 081 412 6109

In 2019 meetings were held between the various civic associations, namely HVA, HVCID, Harlyn
Neighbourhood Watch and Friends of Harfield Village Parks to discuss and formulate a
comprehensive security strategy for Harfield Village. The discussions were extremely productive
but unfortunately due to work commitments of several people there was no finality to the joint
initiative. The Covid 19 crisis hit in March 2020 and all such initiatives took a back seat from an HVA
point of view as the organisation shifted towards emergency relief programmes and assistance.

As a token of appreciation for his remarkable dedication to effective policing in Harfield Village, the
HVA was proud to contribute R400.00 towards a present for Warrant Officer Colin Genecke. It is
not a huge amount of money but a very sincere token of gratitude.

SAFETY & SECURITY IN HARFIELD VILLAGE
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HARFIELD VILLAGE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

SAFETY AND SECURITY IN HARFIELD VILLAGE

The HVA regards Safety and Security as a top priority.

Harfield Village is extremely blessed with a veritable army of community activists all of whom
contribute in their own meaningful way to the village.

Thank you to Bruce Burmeister and the HVCID team for their hard work and dedication to ensuring
the safety and security of Harfielders, through the partnership with ADT.

Thank you also to Derek Bluck, Chairperson of Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch, the management
team and each and every patroller for their time and enthusiasm to foster broader community
safety through community involvement. After receiving the R9000.00 from HVA Derek wrote the
following :

“This is awesome news and
what a boost for Harlyn!

 
We are currently negotiating
with different suppliers to get

upgraded protective
equipment for the Patrollers
and as you can imagine the

costs are limiting our
ambitions.

 
Your contribution will go a

long way in helping us
achieve our goals. Thank you
for your continuing support
of Harlyn NW Kind regards” 

 

Derek Bluck, Chairman 
 

http://www.hvcid.co.za/
mailto:admin@hvcid.co.za


03 P 11953HVA ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21

HARFIELD VILLAGE HERITAGE, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
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Watering down of subsection 99 (criteria for deciding an application)
General application of development zones with no regard for unique circumstances or heritage
of local areas. An example being the Public Transport zoning which allows for a relaxation of
development rules
Concern at delays in finalising Heritage Overlay Zones
The objection and appeals process seems weighted against residents versus developers with
deep pockets and technical/legal teams
A more proactive role for building inspectors
Implementation of harsher penalties for contravening planning laws

HARFIELD VILLAGE HERITAGE, PLANNING and DEVELOPMENT
 
PROTECTING THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE AND INTEGRITY OF HARFIELD VILLAGE.
 
THANK YOU to the Heritage & Planning sub committee of the HVA for their passion and dedication
to ensuring that the Heritage of Harfield Village is protected and planning guidelines are adhered
to.
Steve Slaughter
Carmia Schoeman
Alexander Sivitilli
Sean McFarlane
Bruce Burmeister (advisory)

Imam Haron Road remains a huge problem. The area looks extremely decayed with a huge influx
of homeless people, litter and general degradation. 

No news from the City of Cape Town yet as to the commencement of construction of the MyCiti
bus route up Imam Haron Road which will obviously transform and uplift the area.

The Sub Committee provided the following 2020 / 2021 Report
 
The Heritage and Planning committee has had some good wins over the last year. However, there
have also been some significant challenges.

We were excited to be involved in the roll-out of the new HVA website with the ability for residents
to log planning requests and notices of development through this portal. There is much more to
do. Our goal is to make this a 1 stop Heritage and Planning hub for our residents. The focus will be
on providing information, resources and support through the planning application process, giving
meaning to the Heritage of Harfield, keeping residents informed about our work in improving the
streetscape and environment of The Village and keeping everyone updated on the progress of the
Heritage Protection Overlay Zone application.

The City implemented a review of the Development Management System with public comment
due in April 2021. We undertook a thorough review of the scheme and submitted commentary with
focus on the following:

As part the City’s internal review of the DMS we believe that a nomination dossier was submitted to
support the formalizing of the proposed Harfield village HPOZ and that the dossier also proposed
increasing the proposed HPOZ to cover the entire HVA area and not only the area covered by the
LAO. Currently the HVA has had no response to our comments on the review of the DMS or any
detail as to whether the details contained within the nomination dossier as they relate to the HVA
have accepted or rejected by Council.  

During the year, in order to more effectively and efficiently deal with planning applications, we
implemented a number of changes. We developed an improved process with standardised
documents to be provided for planning applications and letter templates to be sent upon approval
or objection from the committee. In addition, a new email address
(planning@harfieldvillage.org.za) was set up for all planning request. This allows us to keep all
planning matters in a central place rather than with different people. While this has helped, we
have had challenges in responding timeously to requests. An area we need to improve upon for
future. One our goals being to recruit more people into the team to support.

To better understand and manage the planning processes, we’ve implemented reporting to show
the applications being received. This is a work in progress. However, since implementing this, we
have seen the following:

Planning application types
Minor Works                    1
Renovations                    14 
Major Developments    3

Minor works are small changes that require City approval (e.g. the removal of a mature tree),
renovations are those works that could impact the facade of a property or requires the removal or
addition of walls and major developments are those where demolitions are required or significant
building works and bulk is planned.

The major developments we have been involved in were the objection to the illegal construction of
extra buildings at Harfield House Residence (77 Third Avenue), an objection to the proposed
apartment complex at 1 & 3 College Road and approval for demolition at 7 Albert Street.

As noted above, we have been very involved in objecting to the illegal development of the Harfield
House Residence and have supported the local residents in managing the situation with respect to
traffic congestion and noise. We are happy to report that these seem to have mostly been resolved
with students at the residence seemingly well behaved and the transport issues fixed with the help
of CPUT. We continue to engage with the City regarding the illegal development and are
monitoring the situation.

Registration for public comments on the review of the Municipal Spatial Development Framework
to take place January to March 2022 close on the 31st of October, the HVA will be registering to
ensure we are placed to participate in the process early next year 

mailto:planning@harfieldvillage.org.za
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BEAUTIFICATION, GREENING & CLEANING OF THE VILLAGE

FRIENDS OF HARFIELD PARKS (FOHP)

Thank you to the Friends of Harfield Parks team for their passion and dedication towards
maintaining and improving the four beautiful parks in the village, Hampstead Park, Princes Park,
Purely Park and Surrey Park

Chairperson          Tina Gough
Treasurer               Thomas King
Secretary               Ruth McNerney

Francine Dieckmann resigned from the committee in June 2021 after many years of dedication,
hard work and great effort that she put into the parks and indeed Harfield Village in general. The
HVA thanks Francine most sincerely for her many years of service.

The HVA proudly supported the Friends of Harfield Parks with an annual donation of R5500.00
2020 /2021 financial year. 

The four parks are truly a treasurer, and the HVA really does call on residents to support the
initiatives undertaken by the Friends of Harfield Parks.

BEAUTIFICATION, GREENING, AND CLEANING IN HARFIELD VILLAGE

The HVA continues to invest money into the street cleaning of the village with an amount of
 R8933.00 spent on this during the 2020 / 2021 financial year to keep the streets of Harfield clean
and tidy. 

The HVA is of the opinion that residents should take responsibility for the cleaning and
maintenance of their own pavements and gutters, and the HVA is prepared to assist in this
initiative by leading the way.

Of course with limited funds the scope of his work is also limited. Thank you to Alison Palthe and
Jared Cumming for leading on this important initiative.

Big thank you to local resident Fuzlyn Solomon for the tremendous efforts of managing a gardener
/ cleaner to coincide with the HVA’s efforts and also her persistent and consistent complaints to the
City of Cape Town to address the issues of street cleaning, maintenance and waste removal.

As per all previous years, the HVA is concerned about the area on 2nd Avenue in front of the
TELKOM entrance and opposite Livingstone High School remains a challenge. As a result of the
drought the garden area planted by the HVA some years ago died and the space has become a
toilet for the homeless community living nearby. The area always seems to be full of litter as well.
The human faeces is a health hazard and the litter is an absolute eyesore.

Harfielders are strongly encouraged to clean, maintain and improve their own pavements, gardens
and road gutters thus keeping the village clean and tidy. Many hands make light work! This also
assists the city with the prevention of storm drainage issues.

Harfield Village could be an incredibly picturesque garden suburb in the heart of the southern
suburbs and all Harfielders are encouraged to take responsibility for greening and cleaning of their
own neighbourhood.

Trees in Harfield Village are a very valuable asset and residents are reminded that they are not
permitted to simply remove trees. Please consult the Tree Keepers website for information. 

www.treekeeperscapetown.org.za

http://www.treekeeperscapetown.org.za/
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LITTER CLEAN-UP

SOCIAL OUTREACH / HOMELESSNESS IN HARFIELD VILLAGE / SPECIAL PROJECTS

The HVA continues to lead the way in reflecting that Harfield Village is a community with a BIG
HEART, investing in community initiatives not only in the village but also in the neighbouring
community of Hanover Park.

It was agreed that U Turn would undertake weekly street cleaning operations. The HVA would
purchase vouchers from U Turn which would be given to the homeless people that participated in
the street cleaning and litter collection programme.

The HVA undertook to embark upon an educational campaign to encourage residents to assist
homeless people through Responsible Giving Campaign.

Addressing the Homeless Challenge in Harfield Village, Imam Haron road and surrounding areas.

In November 2020 James Fernie (HVA Chairperson) and Terry Robinson (HVA Secretary) met with
Rowen Ravera from U Turn to discuss a formal relationship and co-operation between the two
organisations. During this financial year the HVA donated R8500.00 to U Turn in line with the
agreement between the two organisations.

James Fernie and Terry Robinson
met with Rowen Ravera, Strategic
Partnership Development Manager
at the U Turn Offices in Harfield
Village

Thank you to the Lynfrae Civic Association for coming on board with the initiative, and also
contributing financially to the purchase of vouchers through U Turn to be given to the street
cleaning team.
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YOUNG GUIDING STARS SACRED STRING BAND 

THE YOUNG GUIDING STARS SACRED STRING BAND CLAREMONT

The HVA did not make a contribution to the Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band during the
2020 / 2021 financial year as the band was mostly not operational due to Covid-19. 2022 is the 90th
birthday for the band and the HVA definitely looks forward to celebrating together with the band. 

The HVA is extremely proud of the relationship that has developed with the Young Guiding Stars
Sacred String Band Claremont over the last few years. The band was established in Claremont in
1932 and is still thriving. This band is an incredibly important part of the heritage of Claremont and
the HVA will continue to support its development and strengthen the relationship with the band.

ROSMEAD CENTRAL PRIMARY SCHOOL
 
The relationship between the HVA and Rosmead Central Primary School continues to strengthen.
The HVA continued to invest in the school and particularly the maintenance and development of
the sportsfield and garden areas. This of course has an impact on the village as well, as 3rd Avenue
is a major route into the village.

Thank you to Chris Hughes from Turfworks (www.turfworks.co.za) for mowing and tending to the
sportsfield at no cost to the school.

It is so wonderful to see the school field so well utilized by the teachers and pupils.

http://www.turfworks.co.za/
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MARKETING OF THE ASSOCIATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA

 Brand new website for HVA launched in June 2021

A lot of hard work went into launching the brand new HVA website which went live in June 2021.
Thank you to Francois Van As for the hard work, dedication and time put into the site. Francois lives
in Harfield Village, so it was great for a local to be awarded the tender to construct the website on
behalf of the HVA. 
Francois Van As
www.guruguru.co.za 

www.harfieldvillage.org.za
 

The HVA supported the following “outreach” organisations during the last financial year
 
Covid-19     Feeding Scheme                                      R6136.00
Alcardo Andrews Foundation (Hanover Park)      R6000.00
Hanover Park                                                                  R23 300.00
Meggs Mutts                                                                   R2000.00

The HVA developed very deep and sincere relationships with the partners in Hanover Park. An
integral part of the food relief programme was Peter Roberts, from the Hanover Park Cricket Club.
Peter passed away in August 2020 from Covid-19. The HVA contributed R1500.00 towards Peter’s
funeral as a small token of appreciation to Peter for the massive support he had been in assisting
the HVA with its emergency relief efforts in Hanover Park.

 

Map of Harfield Village produced by Quentin Horn

EVENTS IN HARFIELD VILLAGE
 
As a result of Covid-19 no events happened under the HVA umbrella over the last year.

EVENTS / MARKETING OF THE ASSOCIATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA

http://www.guruguru.co.za/
http://www.harfieldvillage.org.za/
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Thank you Rox for the initiative and already writing several awesome blog posts on Harfield Village.

Blogs posts on Harfield Village

Literally within an hour of the website going live a local in Harfield Village, Rox Bradnick contacted
the HVA with the following  email 

Map of Harfield Village produced by Quentin HornPeoples Post article reflecting the
importance of the challenges around homelessness around Harfield Village

HVA news and newsletters

A weak point for the HVA over several years has been the lack of newsletters to members and
residents of Harfield Village. Going into 2022 hopefully this will be a significant improvement.

““Hi guys, 
Congrats on the website! It makes me so proud to be part of this village of ours. :) If you
are thinking of adding a blog to the site at some point, I would love to help with pro bono
articles. I'm a freelance copywriter and I've been writing blog and website content for
around 13 years. 

I'm the street captain for Devon Street, with a big love for my neighbourhood. It would be
an honour to donate my skills in some way. Off-hand, I could see articles on relevant
community topics adding plenty of value. Jogging or dog walk routes, restaurant and cafe
guides, safety tips, street highlights, park-related information, and so much more. 

Rox
P.S. You can see my website over at www.roxb.co.za to get an idea of what I do.”

 

Local Media

Thank you to Nettalie Viljoen from Peoples Post and Wesley Ford from Southern Suburbs Tatler for
including relevant and interesting stories on Harfield Village. 

MEDIA / MARKETING OF THE ASSOCIATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA

http://www.roxb.co.za/
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Social Media
 
Instagram :
Thank you to Kristen Green for starting the new Harfield Village Association Instagram account
@harfieldvillagecpt 
There are two older accounts on Instagram@harfieldvillage and @harfield_village_association
which are no longer operational but the HVA is unable to delete the accounts 

Harfield Village, located in the heart of the Southern Suburbs, a village with a BIG HEART

Social Media
 
Facebook :

GROUP :  
The Harfield Village Association Facebook Group currently has 4000 members. Thank you to the
admins for the hard work involved in monitoring the group.

PAGE : @harfieldvillageassociationcpt 
Daniela Leigh started Facebook page in early 2021 with a view to further increasing the identity and
awareness of the village. Also, the new Instagram account is linked to the page as Instagram
cannot link to a group.

MARKETING OF THE ASSOCIATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA
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